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One of medicine's most remarkable therapeutic triumphs was the discovery of insulin in 1921. The drug
produced astonishing results, rescuing children and adults from the deadly grip of diabetes. But as Chris
Feudtner demonstrates, the subsequent transformation of the disease from a fatal condition into a chronic
illness is a story of success tinged with irony, a revealing saga that illuminates the complex human
consequences of medical intervention. Bittersweet chronicles this history of diabetes through the compelling
perspectives of people who lived with this disease. Drawing on a remarkable body of letters exchanged
between patients or their parents and Dr. Elliot P. Joslin and the staff of physicians at his famed Boston
clinic, Feudtner examines the experience of living with diabetes across the twentieth century, highlighting
changes in treatment and their profound effects on patients' lives. Although focused on juvenile-onset, or
Type 1, diabetes, the themes explored in Bittersweet have implications for our understanding of adult-onset,
or Type 2, diabetes, as well as a host of other diseases that, thanks to drugs or medical advances, are being
transformed from acute to chronic conditions. Indeed, the tale of diabetes in the post-insulin era provides an
ideal opportunity for exploring the larger questions of how medicine changes our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Henson:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation
of Illness (Studies in Social Medicine). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that
we know about how is important any book Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of Illness
(Studies in Social Medicine). You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a
book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Patricia Clay:

You can spend your free time to study this book this book. This Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the
Transformation of Illness (Studies in Social Medicine) is simple to develop you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.

Shirley Parker:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the
Transformation of Illness (Studies in Social Medicine) can give you a lot of close friends because by you
considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information
that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of Illness
(Studies in Social Medicine).

Donna Graham:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of
Illness (Studies in Social Medicine) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Bittersweet: Diabetes, Insulin, and the Transformation of Illness (Studies in Social Medicine) has many
kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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