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In June 1989, news of the Tiananmen Square protests and its bloody resolution reverberated throughout the
world. A young poet named Liao Yiwu, who had until then led an apolitical bohemian existence, found his
voice in that moment. Like the solitary man who stood firmly in front of a line of tanks, Liao proclaimed his
outrage—and his words would be his weapon.
 
For a Song and a Hundred Songs captures the four brutal years Liao spent in jail for writing the incendiary
poem “Massacre.” Through the power and beauty of his prose, he reveals the bleak reality of crowded
Chinese prisons—the harassment from guards and fellow prisoners, the torture, the conflicts among human
beings in close confinement, and the boredom of everyday life. But even in his darkest hours, Liao manages
to unearth the fundamental humanity in his cell mates: he writes of how they listen with rapt attention to each
other’s stories of criminal endeavors gone wrong and of how one night, ravenous with hunger, they dream up
an “imaginary feast,” with each inmate trying to one-up the next by describing a more elaborate dish.
 
In this important book, Liao presents a stark and devastating portrait of a nation in flux, exposing a side of
China that outsiders rarely get to see. In the wake of 2011’s Arab Spring, the world has witnessed for a
second time China’s crackdown on those citizens who would speak their mind, like artist Ai Weiwei and
legal activist Chen Guangcheng. Liao stands squarely among them and gives voice to not only his own story,
but to the stories of those individuals who can no longer speak for themselves. For a Song and a Hundred
Songs bears witness to history and will forever change the way you view the rising superpower of China.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Ryerson:

The book For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's Journey through a Chinese Prison make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book
For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's Journey through a Chinese Prison for being your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like start and read a publication For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's Journey
through a Chinese Prison. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this book?

Hazel Freese:

The event that you get from For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's Journey through a Chinese Prison
will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A
Poet's Journey through a Chinese Prison giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in
particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this kind of For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's Journey through a Chinese Prison instantly.

Olga Andres:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's
Journey through a Chinese Prison as the daily resource information.

Susan Woods:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. So , this For a Song and a Hundred Songs: A Poet's Journey through a Chinese Prison can
make you feel more interested to read.
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