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In 1498, when Vasco da Gama set foot in Kerala looking for Christians and spices, he unleashed a wave of
political fury that would topple local powers like a house of cards. The cosmopolitan fabric of a vibrant
trading society - with its Jewish and Arab merchants, Chinese pirate heroes and masterful Hindu Zamorins -
was ripped apart, heralding an age of violence and bloodshed. One prince, however, emerged triumphant
from this descent into chaos. Shrewdly marrying Western arms to Eastern strategy, Martanda Varma
consecrated the dominion of Travancore, destined to become one of the most dutiful pillars of the British
Raj. What followed was two centuries of internecine conflict in one of India's premier princely states,
culminating in a dynastic feud between two sisters battling to steer the fortunes of their house on the eve of
Independence. Manu S. Pillai's retelling of this sprawling saga focuses on the remarkable life and work of
Sethu Lakshmi Bayi, the last - and forgotten - queen of the House of Travancore. The supporting cast
includes the flamboyant painter Raja Ravi Varma and his wrathful wife, scheming matriarchs of 'violent,
profligate and sordid' character, wife-swapping court favourites, vigilant English agents, quarrelling consorts
and lustful kings. Extensively researched and vividly rendered, The Ivory Throne conjures up a dramatic
world of political intrigues and factions, black magic and conspiracies, crafty ceremonies and splendorous
temple treasures, all harnessed in a tragic contest for power and authority in the age of empire.
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From reader reviews:

Delores Moretti:

The book Ivory Throne: Chronicles of the House of Travancore give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Ivory Throne:
Chronicles of the House of Travancore to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
open and read a guide Ivory Throne: Chronicles of the House of Travancore. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Gavin Wilkins:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Ivory
Throne: Chronicles of the House of Travancore.

Fred Musso:

Ivory Throne: Chronicles of the House of Travancore can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We
all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing Ivory Throne:
Chronicles of the House of Travancore although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Robin Adams:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Ivory Throne: Chronicles of the House of Travancore was filled with
regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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