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For decades, Elisabeth Ladenson says, critics have misread or ignored a crucial element in Marcel Proust's
fiction--his representation of lesbians. Her challenging new book definitively establishes the centrality of
lesbianism as sexual obsession and aesthetic model in Proust's vast novel A la recherche du temps perdu.
Traditional readings of the Recherche have dismissed Proust's "Gomorrah"--his term for women who love
other women--as a veiled portrayal of the novelist's own homosexuality. More recently, "queer-positive"
rereadings have viewed the novel's treatment of female sexuality as ancillary to its accounts of Sodom and its
meditations on time and memory. Ladenson instead demonstrates the primacy of lesbianism to the novel,
showing that Proust's lesbians are the only characters to achieve a plenitude of reciprocated desire. The
example of Sodom, by contrast, is characterized by frustrated longing and self-loathing. She locates the
work's paradigm of hermetic relations between women in the self-sufficient bond between the narrator's
mother and grandmother. Ladenson traces Proust's depictions of male and female homosexuality from his
early work onward, and contextualizes his account of lesbianism in late-nineteenth-century sexology and
early twentieth-century thought.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Blanchard:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Proust's Lesbianism is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Mindy Munson:

The guide untitled Proust's Lesbianism is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the
book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of Proust's Lesbianism from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Delbert Lambert:

Proust's Lesbianism can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word
into enjoyment arrangement in writing Proust's Lesbianism yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Michelle Shaw:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount types
of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Proust's Lesbianism.
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