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"Rule of law"—the idea that the law is the nation's sovereign authority—has served as a cornerstone for
constitutional theory and the jurisprudence of liberty. When law reigns over governors and the governed
alike, a citizen need not fear capricious monarchs, arbitrary judges, or calculating bureaucrats. When a
citizen obeys the law, life, liberty, and property are safe; when a citizen disobeys, the law alone will
determine the appropriate punishment.

While the rule of law's English roots can be found in the Middle Ages, its governing doctrine rose to power
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. John Phillip Reid traces the concept's progress through a
series of landmark events in Great Britain and North America: the trial of Charles I, the creation of the
Mayflower Compact, the demand for a codification of the laws in John Winthrop's Massachusetts Bay
Colony, and an attempt to harness the Puritan Lord Protector Oliver Cromwell to the rule of law by crowning
him king. The American Revolution, the culmination of two centuries of political foment, marked the
greatest victory for rule of law.

Even as Reid tells this triumphal story, he argues that we must not take for granted what the expression "rule
of law" meant. Rather, if we are to understand its nuances, we must closely examine the historical context as
well as the intentions of those who invoked it as a doctrine. He makes a convincing case; along the way, he
employs generous quotations from key documents to fortify his sometimes startling insights. This
combination of solid scholarship and intellectual agility is nothing less than what readers have come to
expect from this eminent legal historian.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Marker:

This book untitled Rule of Law: The Jurisprudence of Liberty in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get
a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it through online.
The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Richard Harden:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the publication untitled Rule of Law: The Jurisprudence of Liberty in the
Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Karen Lambert:

This Rule of Law: The Jurisprudence of Liberty in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries is brand new
way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of
digest in reading this Rule of Law: The Jurisprudence of Liberty in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries
can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type.
People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So
there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Lowell Decoteau:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Rule of Law: The Jurisprudence of
Liberty in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill
of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion
for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Rule of Law: The Jurisprudence of
Liberty in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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