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An unprecedented analysis of the crucial but underexplored roles the United States and other nations
have played in shaping Syria’s ongoing civil war

Most accounts of Syria’s brutal, long-lasting civil war focus on a domestic contest that began in 2011 and
only later drew foreign nations into the escalating violence. Christopher Phillips argues instead that the
international dimension was never secondary but that Syria’s war was, from the very start, profoundly
influenced by regional factors, particularly the vacuum created by a perceived decline of U.S. power in the
Middle East. This precipitated a new regional order in which six external protagonists—the United States,
Russia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Qatar—have violently competed for influence, with Syria a key
battleground. 

Drawing on a plethora of original interviews, Phillips constructs a new narrative of Syria’s war. Without
absolving the brutal Bashar al-Assad regime, the author untangles the key external factors which explain the
acceleration and endurance of the conflict, including the West’s strategy against ISIS. He concludes with
some insights on Syria and the region's future.
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From reader reviews:

Shanika Jeans:

The book The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East to get your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like open and read a reserve The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in
the New Middle East. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Patty Shield:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Battle for Syria:
International Rivalry in the New Middle East book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Marco Manuel:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
definitely The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry in the New Middle East.

Maria Green:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Battle for Syria: International Rivalry
in the New Middle East is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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