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In this riveting narrative, Barron H. Lerner offers a superb medical and cultural history of our century-long
battle with breast cancer. Revisiting the past, Lerner argues, can illuminate and clarify the dilemmas
confronted by women with--and at risk for--the disease. Writing with insight and compassion, Lerner tells a
compelling story of influential surgeons, anxious patients and committed activists. There are colorful
portraits of the leading figures, ranging from the acerbic Dr. William Halsted, who pioneered the disfiguring
radical mastectomy at the turn of the century to Rose Kushner, a brash journalist who relentlessly educated
American women about breast cancer.
Lerner offers a fascinating account of the breast cancer wars: the insistent efforts of physicians to vanquish
the "enemy"; the fights waged by feminists to combat a paternalistic legacy that silenced patients; and the
struggles of statisticians and researchers to generate definitive data in the face of the great risks and
uncertainties raised by the disease. And for this new paperback edition, Lerner has included a postscript in
which he discusses the most recent breast cancer controversy: do mammograms truly lower mortality rates or
do they lead to unnecessary mastectomies?
In Lerner's hands, the fight against breast cancer opens a window on American medical practice over the last
century: the pursuit of dramatic cures with sophisticated technologies, the ethical and legal challenges raised
by informed consent, and the limited ability of scientific knowledge to provide quick solutions for serious
illnesses. The Breast Cancer Wars tells a story that is of vital importance to modern breast cancer patients,
their families and the clinicians who strive to treat and prevent this dreaded disease.
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From reader reviews:

Lorretta Cox:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit
of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It's
not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable
book with you?

Alejandro Wisdom:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in
Twentieth-Century America book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the
Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
still thinking The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America
is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Angela Souther:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
easily share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this The
Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America.

Jerold Niemi:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear,
and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America publication written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you
still hesitation The Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth-Century America



as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
determine book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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