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What is a human? Are humans those with human DNA, those in possession of traits like rationality, or those
made in the image of God? The debate over what makes human beings unique has raged for centuries. Many
think that if society accepts the wrong definition of what it is to be human, people will look at their neighbor
as more of an animal, object, or machine-making maltreatment more likely. In the longest running claim, for
over 150 years critics have claimed that taking a Darwinist definition results in people treating each other
more like animals.

Despite their seriousness, these claims have never been empirically investigated. In this groundbreaking
book John H. Evans shows that the definitions promoted by biologists and philosophers actually are
associated with less support for human rights. Members of the public who agree with these definitions are
less willing to sacrifice to stop genocides and are more supportive of buying organs from poor people, of
experimenting on prisoners against their will, and of torturing people to potentially save lives. It appears that
the critics are right.

However, Evans finds that few Americans agree with these academic definitions. Looking at how most of
the public defines humanity, we see a much more nuanced picture. In a fascinating account, he shows that
the dominant definitions are unlikely to lead to human rights abuses. He concludes that the critics are right
about the definitions of a human promoted by academic biologists and philosophers, and are therefore
justified in their vigilance. However, because at present few Americans agree with these definitions, the
academic definitions would have to spread much more extensively before impacting how the general public
acts. Evans' book is a major corrective to the more than century-long debate about the impact of definitions
of a human.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Clayton:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Tonya Deschamps:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights
was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book
that you simply wanted.

Melanie Fox:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights we can take more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a book. Only
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with this
book What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights. You can more pleasing than now.

James Labrecque:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean
for Human Rights to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the
feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and
study it. Beside that the book What Is a Human?: What the Answers Mean for Human Rights can to be your
new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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