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A record of the revealed story and many of the products made by the Gloucester (England) company that
brought entertainment to millions across the world during more than six decades. Malcolm J Watkins, former
Strategic Cultural Manager for Gloucester City Council, has spent more than a decade studying and
researching the company of Roberts Brothers of Gloucester, England. The company was at one period
considered to be the largest maker of pastimes and games in the United Kingdom, yet its memory has faded
from most people's awareness. The firm, founded by the brothers Harry Owen Roberts and John Owen
Roberts, developed from a simple (some would say silly) party game devised by one or both brothers for a
Sunday chool class. The game received a patent in 1890, and a publisher was found to market it, soon
causing a craze for the game of Piladex. In 1894 the brothers decided to concentrate on the growing business
as they added more and more games to their repertoire. The game was played by members of the royal
family, and this in turn led to further success, with expansion leading to the brothers building a state-of-the
art factory in the city. They adopted the trade name of Glevum, based on the Roman name for Gloucester,
and soon began to use a stylised head of a Roman soldier as the trade mark. The company continued to grow,
despite the First World War and the Depression. Agencies and offices were found across the world, and at
the height of its success more than 750 were employed. World War II was to provide a halt to their growth.
The factory was commandeered for war work, and all but a handful of staff went into the forces or other
areas supporting the war effort. After the war the company's fortunes were slow to recover, and as a result of
a number of factors the directors were forced to seek a friendly take-over by rivals Chad Valley, resulting in
the effective end of the company in 1956 with the factory finally closing in 1957. This book examines the
small amount of evidence for the company and its history that has survived, and provides the most complete
assessment of the products yet published. Thousands of pictures in both black and white and colour
illustrating the breadth of the imagination and products of the company are shown in a way that will prove of
lasting value to many readers, whether historians or collectors.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Green:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Games Makers to the
Empire. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

John Harris:

This Games Makers to the Empire are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
main reason of this Games Makers to the Empire can be among the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Games Makers to the Empire giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Floyd Lipp:

Typically the book Games Makers to the Empire will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn,
this book very acceptable to you. The book Games Makers to the Empire is much recommended to you to
see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Johanna Bassett:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Games Makers to the Empire was filled about science. Spend your extra time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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