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"As a number of recent studies have shown, the north European commercial world made the precise
calculation of risk a central concern of the intellectual project of exploration, trade, and colonization. The
great merit of Fichtelberg's book is systematizing the imaged world of dangers, and charting the various
kinds of ritual and discursive performances marshaled to deal with the pressure of the unspeakable in early
America from the 17th into the early 19th century. The readings of texts are invariably careful, and the points
made, persuasive."
---David Shields, University of South Carolina
 
Risk Culture is the first scholarly book to explore how strategies of performance shaped American responses
to modernity. By examining a variety of early American authors and cultural figures, from John Smith and
the Salem witches to Phillis Wheatley, Susanna Rowson, and Aaron Burr, Joseph Fichtelberg shows how
early Americans created and resisted a dangerously liberating new world. The texts surveyed confront
change through a variety of performances designed both to imagine and deter menaces ranging from Smith's
hostile Indians, to Wheatley's experience of slavery, to Rowson's fear of exposure in the public sphere.
Fichtelberg combines a variety of scholarly approaches, including anthropology, history, cultural studies, and
literary criticism, to offer a unique synthesis of literary close reading and sociological theory in the service of
cultural analysis.
 
Joseph Fichtelberg is Professor of English and Chair of the English Department at Hofstra University.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Frey:

The book Risk Culture: Performance and Danger in Early America can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Risk Culture:
Performance and Danger in Early America? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book Risk Culture: Performance and Danger in Early America has simple shape however, you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a publication.
So it is very wonderful.

Joseph Cash:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Risk Culture: Performance and Danger in Early America, you are able to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Robert Monson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Risk Culture: Performance and
Danger in Early America reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question Risk Culture:
Performance and Danger in Early America as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content.
This is one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Wilma Tovar:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. With this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
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