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Among the narrative traditions of the Middle Ages, the Robin Hood legend holds a unique, important, and
often overlooked position. Robin Hood's uniqueness and importance begins with his status as the only
English contribution to world mythology. His is also the only lasting myth to arise from the High Middle
Ages and the last Western legend to achieve a sustained international appeal. Several Robin Hood ballads
survive from the Middle Ages, and from the 15th to the 17th centuries he figured prominently in folk drama.
Since then, he has appeared in numerous proverbs, placenames, operas, novels, children's stories, films, and
television series. A tale told so often must be profoundly significant to the society that retells it. Yet in spite
of its importance and popularity, the legend of Robin Hood has received surprisingly little study. This book
overviews the genesis and development of the Robin Hood legend from the Middle Ages to 1700.

As is appropriate for a work that bridges the divide between the worlds of fiction and history, this volume
incorporates the strengths of both historical and literary approaches, respecting both the circumstances of the
historic setting and the legend's status as a fictive creation. The principal focus of the book is the interaction
between the text and the social context in which the legend arose and developed. The first two chapters
examine the early Robin Hood tradition, including the initial nondramatic manifestations of the legend and
the later dramatic representations. The volume then looks at the transformation of the legend in the 16th and
17th centuries and considers how the various elements of the legend interacted with each other and with
society as a whole.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Burkhardt:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Robin Hood: The Shaping of the Legend
(Contributions to the Study of World Literature) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

James Rodriguez:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Robin Hood: The Shaping of the Legend (Contributions to the Study of World Literature) offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.

Colleen Edwards:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Robin Hood: The Shaping of the
Legend (Contributions to the Study of World Literature) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Joseph Franson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Robin Hood: The Shaping of the Legend (Contributions to the Study of World Literature)
when you necessary it?
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