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In this fresh and often playful interdisciplinary study, Lisa Zunshine presents a fluid discussion of how key
concepts from cognitive science complicate our cultural interpretations of "strange" literary phenomena.

From Short Circuit to I, Robot, from The Parent Trap to Big Business, fantastic tales of rebellious robots,
animated artifacts, and twins mistaken for each other are a permanent fixture in popular culture and have
been since antiquity. Why do these strange concepts captivate the human imagination so thoroughly?
Zunshine explores how cognitive science, specifically its ideas of essentialism and functionalism, combined
with historical and cultural analysis, can help us understand why we find such literary phenomena so
fascinating.

Drawing from research by such cognitive evolutionary anthropologists and psychologists as Scott Atran,
Paul Bloom, Pascal Boyer, and Susan A. Gelman, Zunshine examines the cognitive origins of the distinction
between essence and function and how unexpected tensions between these two concepts are brought into
play in fictional narratives. Discussing motifs of confused identity and of twins in drama, science fiction’s
use of robots, cyborgs, and androids, and nonsense poetry and surrealist art, she reveals the range and power
of key concepts from science in literary interpretation and provides insight into how cognitive-evolutionary
research on essentialism can be used to study fiction as well as everyday strange concepts.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Crouch:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Strange Concepts and the
Stories They Make Possible: Cognition, Culture, Narrative is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Sherry Ellis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you personally is Strange Concepts and the Stories They Make Possible: Cognition, Culture, Narrative this
reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable all of you.

Scott Padilla:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Strange Concepts and the Stories They Make
Possible: Cognition, Culture, Narrative was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book Strange Concepts and the Stories They Make Possible: Cognition, Culture, Narrative has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Strange Concepts and the Stories They Make Possible:



Cognition, Culture, Narrative can make you experience more interested to read.
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