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Space and time on earth are regulated by the prime meridian, 0°, which is, by convention, based at the Royal
Observatory, Greenwich. But the meridian’s location in southeast London is not a simple legacy of Britain’s
imperial past. Before the nineteenth century, more than twenty-five different prime meridians were in use
around the world, including Paris, Beijing, Greenwich, Washington, and the location traditional in Europe
since Ptolemy, the Canary Islands. Charles Withers explains how the choice of Greenwich to mark 0°
longitude solved complex problems of global measurement that had engaged geographers, astronomers, and
mariners since ancient times.

Withers guides readers through the navigation and astronomy associated with diverse meridians and explains
the problems that these cartographic lines both solved and created. He shows that as science and commerce
became more global and as railway and telegraph networks tied the world closer together, the multiplicity of
prime meridians led to ever greater confusion in the coordination of time and the geographical division of
space. After a series of international scientific meetings, notably the 1884 International Meridian Conference
in Washington, DC, Greenwich emerged as the most pragmatic choice for a global prime meridian, though
not unanimously or without acrimony. Even after 1884, other prime meridians remained in use for decades.

As Zero Degrees shows, geographies of the prime meridian are a testament to the power of maps, the
challenges of accurate measurement on a global scale, and the role of scientific authority in creating the
modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Crystal Scott:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Zero Degrees: Geographies of the
Prime Meridian book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Joanne Starks:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Zero Degrees: Geographies of the Prime Meridian why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Jessica Jackson:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Zero Degrees: Geographies of the Prime Meridian provide you with a new experience in
looking at a book.

Marilyn Urquhart:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Zero Degrees: Geographies of the Prime Meridian. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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