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In the 1660s, Jews of Iberian ancestry, many of them fleeing Inquisitorial persecution, established an
agrarian settlement in the midst of the Surinamese tropics. The heart of this community—Jodensavanne, or
Jews' Savannah—became an autonomous village with its own Jewish institutions, including a majestic
synagogue consecrated in 1685. Situated along the Suriname River, some fifty kilometers south of the capital
city of Paramaribo, Jodensavanne was by the mid-eighteenth century surrounded by dozens of Jewish
plantations sprawling north- and southward and dominating the stretch of the river. These Sephardi-owned
plots, mostly devoted to the cultivation and processing of sugar, carried out primarily by enslaved Africans,
collectively formed the largest Jewish agricultural community in the world at the time and the only Jewish
settlement in the Americas granted virtual self-rule.

Sephardi settlement paved the way for the influx of hundreds of Ashkenazi Jews, who began to emigrate in
the late seventeenth century from western and central Europe. Generally banned from Jodensavanne, these
newcomers settled in Paramaribo, where they established their own cemeteries and historic synagogue.
Meanwhile, slave rebellions, Maroon attacks, the general collapse of Suriname's economy, soil depletion,
absentee land ownership, and a ravaging fire all contributed to the demise of the old Savannah settlement
beginning in the second half of the eighteenth century.

Remnant Stones details three Sephardi Jewish cemeteries, whose monuments date from 1666 to 1904; one
Ashkenazi cemetery, whose monuments date from the 1680s to the late nineteenth century; the Creole (Afro-
Surinamese) cemetery in Jodensavanne, dating to the late nineteenth century at the latest; and the remains of
a seventeenth-century synagogue in the heart of Jodensavanne.

This volume of essays offers a historical and cultural overview of Suriname's Jewish community, with
special emphasis on its synagogues and the Jewish and Creole cemeteries. It complements Remnant Stones:
The Jewish Cemeteries of Suriname: Epitaphs, which presents transcriptions, English translations,
annotations, and selected photographs of nearly 1,700 gravestones, accompanied by scaled plans of the
cemeteries.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Gomez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means
that book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Remnant Stones: The Jewish Cemeteries of Suriname: Essays.

Barbara Harp:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important for us. The book Remnant Stones: The Jewish
Cemeteries of Suriname: Essays was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book Remnant Stones: The Jewish Cemeteries
of Suriname: Essays is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with
the book Remnant Stones: The Jewish Cemeteries of Suriname: Essays. You never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

David Barr:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Remnant Stones: The Jewish Cemeteries of Suriname:
Essays is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Phyllis Tucker:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Remnant Stones: The Jewish Cemeteries of Suriname: Essays. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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