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Massimo Bontempelli (1878–1960), poet, novelist, playwright and composer, would become one of the
literary giants of the twentieth century. The father of magic realism in Italy, he was associated with the
futurist avant-garde and then launched his own influential literary movement, Novecento. Editor and creator
of various journals, he collaborated with some of the greatest writers of his day, from James Joyce to Luigi
Pirandello. Bontempelli was a prominent fascist intellectual and largely for this reason is today a
controversial, little studied and seldom translated writer. Patricia Gaborik strikes out at this problem by
presenting here an extensive introduction on the thought and legacy of this figure and complete translations
of three of his major plays: "Watching the Moon" (1916), "Stormcloud" (1935) and "Cinderella" (1942).
Bontempelli’s sense of theatricality was unparalleled, his characters are bewitching, and Gaborik’s
translations privilege both readability and playability, offering these plays the chance for a robust, English-
language life not only on page but also on stage. In 1953, Bontempelli was awarded the Strega Prize, Italy's
most prestigious literary award. "Watching the Moon" is a densely layered response to the era’s avant-
gardism, with traces of symbolism, expressionism and futurism. It presents the story of a woman who travels
to the literal ends of the earth in an attempt to rescue her (dead) daughter, whom she believes has been
kidnapped by the moon. "Stormcloud," where a nimbus is responsible for misery and destruction, points
fingers at individual behaviors and especially at personal egotism in the face of love and death. It is a strange
and compelling exemplar of magic realism for the stage. "Cinderella," fearless, radical and subversive, adds
to Bontempelli’s slate of strong and complex female characters, still sometimes a rare commodity on the
stage. First English translation. Introduction, notes, select bibliography, illustrated. 198 pages.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

The book Watching the Moon and Other Plays (Renaissance & Modern Plays) make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Watching the
Moon and Other Plays (Renaissance & Modern Plays) to become your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like wide open and read a reserve Watching the Moon and Other Plays (Renaissance
& Modern Plays). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this book?

Margaret Burman:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Watching the
Moon and Other Plays (Renaissance & Modern Plays) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
famous writer in this era. The book untitled Watching the Moon and Other Plays (Renaissance & Modern
Plays)is a single of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the
core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world within this book.

Travis Berry:

Beside this kind of Watching the Moon and Other Plays (Renaissance & Modern Plays) in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have Watching the Moon and Other Plays (Renaissance & Modern Plays) because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book
as well as read it from now!

Joaquin Bedard:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Watching the Moon and Other Plays (Renaissance & Modern Plays) we can get more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Simply choose the best book



that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Watching the Moon and
Other Plays (Renaissance & Modern Plays). You can more appealing than now.
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