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This is an in-depth account of the Chinese Imperial Maritime Customs Service, a uniquely cosmopolitan
institution established in the wake of China's defeat in the Opium Wars (1842 to 43), and a central feature of
the Treaty Port system.

The British-dominated service was headed by the famous Robert Hart who founded a far-reaching customs
administration that also encompassed other responsibilities such as marine and harbour maintenance,
quarantine, anti-piracy patrols and postal services. This institution sat at a crucial juncture between Chinese
and foreign interests, and was intimately linked to British interests and fortunes in the Far East. Following
the establishment of the Republic in 1911 there were grave misgivings as to whether the foreign element of
the Service would survive. Yet the Service grew in influence and strength, ensuring the foreign inspectorate
a continued role in China's affairs.

Delivering an overview of the Service, its bureaucracy, fiscal responsibilities and life for foreigners in its
employ, focusing especially on the later years of the Service, Donna Brunero draws on the experiences of the
foreign administration of the Service as it attempted to negotiate between Chinese and foreign expectations
and interests.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohan:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Britain's Imperial Cornerstone in China: The Chinese Maritime Customs Service, 1854-1949 (Routledge
Studies in the Modern History of Asia) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before.
The Britain's Imperial Cornerstone in China: The Chinese Maritime Customs Service, 1854-1949 (Routledge
Studies in the Modern History of Asia) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

John Charles:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Britain's Imperial Cornerstone in China: The Chinese Maritime Customs
Service, 1854-1949 (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) why because the great cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Nancy Leto:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is Britain's Imperial Cornerstone in China: The Chinese Maritime Customs
Service, 1854-1949 (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia). This book which can be qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review
this publication you can get many advantages.

John Cheung:

You can get this Britain's Imperial Cornerstone in China: The Chinese Maritime Customs Service, 1854-
1949 (Routledge Studies in the Modern History of Asia) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,



choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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