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In the summer of 972 a group of Muslim brigands based in the south of France near La Garde-Freinet
abducted the abbot of Cluny as he and his entourage crossed the Alps en route from Rome to Burgundy.
Ultimately, the abbot was set free and returned home safely, but the audacity of this abduction outraged
Christian leaders and galvanized the will of local lords. Shortly thereafter, Count William of Arles marshaled
an army and succeeded in wiping out the Muslim stronghold. In Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet,
Scott G. Bruce uses this extraordinary incident, largely overlooked by contemporary scholars, to examine
Christian perceptions of Islam in the Middle Ages.

The monks of Cluny kept the tale of their abbot's abduction alive over the next century in hagiographical
works and chronicles written to promote his sanctity. Bruce explores the telling and retelling of this story,
focusing particularly on the representation of Islam in each account, and how that representation changed
over time. The culminating figure in this study is Peter the Venerable, one of Europe's leading intellectuals
and abbot of Cluny from 1122 to 1156. Remembered today largely for his views of Islam, Peter
commissioned Latin translations of Muslim historical and devotional texts including the Qur’an. As Bruce
shows, Peter’s thinking on Islam had its roots in the hagiographical tradition of the abduction at La Garde-
Freinet. In fact, Peter drew from the stories as he crafted a "Muslim policy" relevant to the mid-twelfth
century, a time of great anxiety about Islam in the aftermath of the failed Second Crusade. Compellingly
written, Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet provides us with an unparalleled opportunity to
examine Christian perceptions of Islam in the Crusading era.
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From reader reviews:

James Hill:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography
and the Problem of Islam in Medieval Europe. Try to make book Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-
Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of Islam in Medieval Europe as your pal. It means that it can to get
your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by
the book. So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Lawrence Howe:

The book Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of Islam in Medieval
Europe can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a
very important thing like a book Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem
of Islam in Medieval Europe? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of Islam in Medieval Europe has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Deborah Wilkerson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Cluny and the
Muslims of La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of Islam in Medieval Europe.

Buddy Beckstead:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own



personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Cluny and the Muslims of
La Garde-Freinet: Hagiography and the Problem of Islam in Medieval Europe.
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