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“When I became secretary of defense,” Ashton B. Carter said when announcing that the Pentagon would
open all combat jobs to women, “I made a commitment to building America’s force of the future. In the
twenty-first century, that requires drawing strength from the broadest possible pool of talent.”

That “pool of talent”—and how our nation’s civilian and military leaders have tried to fill it—is what
Military Service and American Democracy is all about. William Taylor chronicles and analyzes the long and
ever-changing history of that often contentious and controversial effort, from the initiation of America’s first
peacetime draft just before our entry into World War II up to present-day conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan.
A history that runs from the selective service era of 1940–1973 through the era of the All-Volunteer Force of
1973 to the present, his book details the many personnel policies that have shaped, controlled, and defined
American military service over the last eight decades. Exploring the individual and group identities excluded
from official personnel policy over time—African Americans, women, and gays among others—Taylor
shows how military service has been an arena of contested citizenship, one in which American values have
been tested, questioned, and ultimately redefined. Yet, we see how this process has resulted in greater
inclusiveness and expanded opportunities in military service while encouraging and shaping similar changes
in broader society.

In the distinction between compulsory and voluntary military service, Taylor also examines the dichotomy
between national security and individual liberty—two competing ideals that have existed in constant tension
throughout the history of American democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be Military Service and American Democracy: From World War II to the Iraq and
Afghanistan Wars (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)).

David Patton:

This Military Service and American Democracy: From World War II to the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars
(Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) is great e-book for you because the content which is full of information
for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book
reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Military Service and
American Democracy: From World War II to the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars (Modern War Studies
(Hardcover)) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that
no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is
certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

June Whitaker:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top listing in your reading list is usually Military Service and American Democracy: From World War II to
the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)). This book which can be qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Curtis Waters:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that



on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Military Service and American Democracy: From World War II to the Iraq and Afghanistan
Wars (Modern War Studies (Hardcover)) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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