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This bold book challenges a contemporary consensus on the titanic figure of Oliver Wendell Holmes.
Holmes is the acknowledged source of twentieth-century tort law, but David Rosenberg takes sharp issue
with the current portrayal of Holmes as a legal formalist in torts who opposed the notion of strict liability and
dogmatically advocated a universal rule of negligence, primarily to subsidize industrial development.
Marshaling the evidence found in Holmes' classic The Common Law and other writings, the author reveals
that the opposite was the case, and, in the process, raises troubling questions about the present state of legal
scholarship.

It was Holmes who founded the modern conception and justification of strict liability. He envisioned an
expansive role for strict liability to augment the negligence rule in preventing and redressing injury from
industrial activity. This recovery of Holmes' theory of torts provides new insights into the nature of the
jurisprudence that launched the American legal realist movement, and also overturns standard interpretations
of the history of tort law.

Rejecting the prevailing view that either strict liability or negligence reigned exclusively, Holmes and his
contemporaries reconciled the existence of both rules, and advocated reforms of tort law to protect society
from the unprecedented hazards of industrial life. The parallel drawn by the book between their response and
ours in grappling with the novel problem of mass torts confirms Holmes' belief in the adaptive genius of the
common law.
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Hall:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This The Hidden Holmes: His Theory of Torts in History book is readable by means
of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The
Hidden Holmes: His Theory of Torts in History content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by means of it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Hidden Holmes: His Theory of Torts in History is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Carol Pyles:

The knowledge that you get from The Hidden Holmes: His Theory of Torts in History may be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but The Hidden Holmes: His Theory of Torts in History giving you thrill
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone
who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this The Hidden Holmes: His Theory of Torts in History instantly.

Clara Demoss:

This The Hidden Holmes: His Theory of Torts in History is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The
Hidden Holmes: His Theory of Torts in History in your hand like finding the world in your arm, information
in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right
but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that will?

William Henslee:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know



that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Hidden Holmes: His Theory of Torts in History can make you experience more
interested to read.
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