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In March 1946, some of the greatest minds of the twentieth century--among them John von Neumann,
Norbert Wiener, Warren McCulloch, and Walter Pitts--gathered at the Beekman Hotel in New York City
with the aim of constructing a science of mental behavior that would resolve at last the ancient philosophical
problem of mind and matter. The legacy of their collaboration is known today as cognitive science. Jean-
Pierre Dupuy, one of the principal architects of cognitive science in France, reconstructs the early days of the
field here in a provocative and engaging combination of philosophy, science, and historical detective work.
He shows us how the ambitious and innovative ideas developed in the wake of that New York meeting
prefigured some of the most important developments of late-twentieth-century thought. Many scholars,
however, shunned the ideas as crude and resented them for being overpromoted. This rejection, Dupuy
reveals, was a tragic mistake and a lost opportunity.

As Dupuy explains, the founders of cognitive science--or, as they called it, "cybernetics"--drew passion and
energy from two convictions: that the mind operates like a machine and that physical laws explain how
nature can appear to have meaning. Armed with these convictions, they laid the foundations not only for
cognitive science but also artificial intelligence, and foreshadowed the development of chaos theory,
complexity theory, and a variety of other major scientific and philosophical breakthroughs. Today, their
ideas speak directly to controversies that rage between cognitivists and connectionists, eliminative
materialists and Wittgensteinians, functionalists and anti-reductionists. However, despite their genuine
achievements, the cyberneticians had too much confidence in the power of their theories and made serious
mistakes that led the next generation of thinkers to ignore their work. The development of a scientific theory
of mind was thus significantly delayed.

A profound and beautifully written book, The Mechanization of the Mind brings back to life the intellectual
brilliance and excitement that attended the birth of cognitive science more than fifty years ago, and recasts
our understanding of the history of the twentieth century thought.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Baca:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book has
a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside that you
can your reading expertise was fluently. A book The Mechanization of the Mind will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that
will open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Jennifer Stephens:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This The Mechanization of the Mind book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The Mechanization of the
Mind content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Mechanization of the Mind is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Tanya Caggiano:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is
look different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a book. The book The Mechanization of the Mind it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Nicole Powell:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Mechanization of the
Mind can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare
time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?
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