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This book constitutes the summation of Étienne Balibar's career-long project to think the necessary and
necessarily antagonistic relation between the categories of citizen and subject. In this magnum opus, the
question of modernity is framed anew with special attention to the self-enunciation of the subject (in
Descartes, Locke, Rousseau, and Derrida), the constitution of the community as "we" (in Hegel, Marx, and
Tolstoy), and the aporia of the judgment of self and others (in Foucualt, Freud, Kelsen, and Blanchot).

After the "humanist controversy" that preoccupied twentieth-century philosophy, Citizen Subject proposes
foundations for philosophical anthropology today, in terms of two contrary movements: the becoming-citizen
of the subject and the becoming-subject of the citizen. The citizen-subject who is constituted in the claim to a
"right to have rights" (Arendt) cannot exist without an underside that contests and defies it. He--or she,
because Balibar is concerned throughout this volume with questions of sexual difference--figures not only
the social relation but also the discontent or the uneasiness at the heart of this relation. The human can be
instituted only if it betrays itself by upholding "anthropological differences" that impose normality and
identity as conditions of belonging to the community.

The violence of "civil" bourgeois universality, Balibar argues, is greater (and less legitimate, therefore less
stable) than that of theological or cosmological universality. Right is thus founded on insubordination, and
emancipation derives its force from otherness.

Ultimately, Citizen Subject offers a revolutionary rewriting of the dialectic of universality and differences in
the bourgeois epoch, revealing in the relationship between the common and the universal a political gap at
the heart of the universal itself.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wright:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important usually. The book Citizen Subject: Foundations for Philosophical Anthropology
(Commonalities (FUP)) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Citizen Subject: Foundations for Philosophical
Anthropology (Commonalities (FUP)) is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with all the book Citizen Subject: Foundations for Philosophical Anthropology (Commonalities
(FUP)). You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Nicole Norris:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer could be Citizen Subject: Foundations for Philosophical Anthropology
(Commonalities (FUP)) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Robert Mangino:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Citizen Subject: Foundations for
Philosophical Anthropology (Commonalities (FUP)) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Cheryl Edgerly:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year.
As we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to
around the world. By book Citizen Subject: Foundations for Philosophical Anthropology (Commonalities
(FUP)) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must
prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change
your life at this book Citizen Subject: Foundations for Philosophical Anthropology (Commonalities (FUP)).
You can more attractive than now.
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