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Human beings, like other organisms, are the products of evolution. Like other organisms, we exhibit traits
that are the product of natural selection. Our psychological capacities are evolved traits as much as are our
gait and posture. This much few would dispute. Evolutionary psychology goes further than this, claiming
that our psychological traits -- including a wide variety of traits, from mate preference and jealousy to
language and reason -- can be understood as specific adaptations to ancestral Pleistocene conditions. In
Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology, Robert Richardson takes a critical look at evolutionary
psychology by subjecting its ambitious and controversial claims to the same sorts of methodological and
evidential constraints that are broadly accepted within evolutionary biology.

The claims of evolutionary psychology may pass muster as psychology; but what are their evolutionary
credentials? Richardson considers three ways adaptive hypotheses can be evaluated, using examples from the
biological literature to illustrate what sorts of evidence and methodology would be necessary to establish
specific evolutionary and adaptive explanations of human psychological traits. He shows that existing
explanations within evolutionary psychology fall woefully short of accepted biological standards. The
theories offered by evolutionary psychologists may identify traits that are, or were, beneficial to humans. But
gauged by biological standards, there is inadequate evidence: evolutionary psychologists are largely silent on
the evolutionary evidence relevant to assessing their claims, including such matters as variation in ancestral
populations, heritability, and the advantage offered to our ancestors. As evolutionary claims they are
unsubstantiated. Evolutionary psychology, Richardson concludes, may offer a program of research, but it
lacks the kind of evidence that is generally expected within evolutionary biology. It is speculation rather than
sound science -- and we should treat its claims with skepticism.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Garcia:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and
Psychology) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Evolutionary
Psychology as Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology)
giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Wayne Ross:

This Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology
and Psychology) is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using
great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology
(Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) in your hand like having the world in your
arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or
fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt which?

Ruby Sprankle:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Evolutionary Psychology
as Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) can be the
solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Sheila Nathan:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Evolutionary Psychology as Maladapted Psychology
(Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) or maybe others sources were given know-



how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Evolutionary Psychology as
Maladapted Psychology (Life and Mind: Philosophical Issues in Biology and Psychology) to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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