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It has often been said that rich pagan women, much more so than men, were attracted both to early Judaism
and Christianity. This book provides a new reading of sources from which this truism springs, focusing on
two texts from the turn of the first century, Josephus's Antiquities and Luke's Acts.

The book studies representation, analyzing the repeated portrayal of rich women as aiding and/or converting
to early Judaism in its various forms. It also shows how these sources can be used in reconstructing women's
history, thus engaging current feminist debates about the relationship of rhetorical presentation of women in
texts to historical reality.

Because many of these texts speak of high-standing women's conversion to Judaism and early Christianity,
this book also engages in the current debate about whether early Judaism was a missionary religion. The
author argues that focusing on these stories of women converts and adherents, which have been largely
ignored in previous discussions of the missionary question, sets the missionary question in a new, more
adequate framework.

The first chapter elucidates a story in Josephus's Antiquities of the mishaps of two Roman matrons devoted
to Isis and Jewish cults by considering the common Hellenistic topos linking high-standing women,
promiscuity, and religious impropriety. The remaining chapters demonstrate that in spite of this topos,
Josephus, Luke, and other religious apologists did tell stories of rich women's associations with their
communities for positive rhetorical effect. In so doing, the book challenges the widespread assumption that
women's association with "foreign" religious cults was always derided, questions scholarly arguments about
public and private roles in antiquity, and invites reflection on issues of mission and conversion within the
larger framework of Greco-Roman benefaction.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Hudgens:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called First
Converts: Rich Pagan Women and the Rhetoric of Mission in Early Judaism and Christianity? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Nancy Nault:

The guide with title First Converts: Rich Pagan Women and the Rhetoric of Mission in Early Judaism and
Christianity posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Terry Crabtree:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top collection in your reading list is usually First Converts: Rich Pagan Women and the
Rhetoric of Mission in Early Judaism and Christianity. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve
you can get many advantages.

Delilah Jordan:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book First Converts: Rich Pagan Women and the
Rhetoric of Mission in Early Judaism and Christianity to make your reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to
like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide First Converts: Rich Pagan Women and the Rhetoric of
Mission in Early Judaism and Christianity can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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