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Gnosticism is a countercultural spirituality that forever changed the practice of Christianity. Before it
emerged in the second century, passage to the afterlife required obedience to God and king. Gnosticism
proposed that human beings were manifestations of the divine, unsettling the hierarchical foundations of the
ancient world. Subversive and revolutionary, Gnostics taught that prayer and mediation could bring human
beings into an ecstatic spiritual union with a transcendent deity. This mystical strain affected not just
Christianity but many other religions, and it characterizes our understanding of the purpose and meaning of
religion today.

In The Gnostic New Age, April D. DeConick recovers this vibrant underground history to prove that
Gnosticism was not suppressed or defeated by the Catholic Church long ago, nor was the movement a
fabrication to justify the violent repression of alternative forms of Christianity. Gnosticism alleviated human
suffering, soothing feelings of existential brokenness and alienation through the promise of renewal as God.
DeConick begins in ancient Egypt and follows with the rise of Gnosticism in the Middle Ages, the advent of
theosophy and other occult movements in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and contemporary
New Age spiritual philosophies. As these theories find expression in science-fiction and fantasy films,
DeConick sees evidence of Gnosticism's next incarnation. Her work emphasizes the universal,
countercultural appeal of a movement that embodies much more than a simple challenge to religious
authority.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

This The Gnostic New Age: How a Countercultural Spirituality Revolutionized Religion from Antiquity to
Today are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The
Gnostic New Age: How a Countercultural Spirituality Revolutionized Religion from Antiquity to Today can
be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food
but feed a person with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds.
Beside that this The Gnostic New Age: How a Countercultural Spirituality Revolutionized Religion from
Antiquity to Today forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo
of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Deana Broom:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Gnostic New Age: How a Countercultural Spirituality
Revolutionized Religion from Antiquity to Today can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to
you.

Maurice Henkel:

Beside this specific The Gnostic New Age: How a Countercultural Spirituality Revolutionized Religion from
Antiquity to Today in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Gnostic New Age: How a
Countercultural Spirituality Revolutionized Religion from Antiquity to Today because this book offers to
you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book as
well as read it from today!

Chris McCree:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to



there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Gnostic New Age: How a Countercultural Spirituality Revolutionized Religion from
Antiquity to Today can make you sense more interested to read.
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