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"Deep in a northern Russian forest of jade and brown, far from any hint of civilization, Valaam Monastery
sinks into the seasons of the year as it has for a thousand years before. . . ." So begins the story of John
Oliver, a young evangelical American on a journey of discovery-a journey that leads him to an ancient
Russian monastery, a place of peace and a place of struggle. For on Valaam, he encounters Orthodox
Christianity and is reminded that the Christian life is not for the faint of heart. And on Valaam, the treasure
of stillness requires a fierce guarding. Foreword by Fr. Jonah Paffhausen, abbot of the Monastery of St. John
of Shanghai and San Francisco, in Northern California. Excerpts from book reviews: Lyrically, eloquently,
and with great wisdom, this book speaks to the soul. Part spiritual autobiography, part penetrating
description of what Orthodox spirituality can and should be, John Oliver's words evoke in the reader's mind
and heart a longing for God, at once fierce and tender. "Great art, great architecture," he says, "always leads
us inward and upward." This marvelous book does no less. It leads us inward and upward, until, for a
moment at least, we even touch heaven. -Fr. John Breck, Author, professor of biblical interpretation and
ethics at St. Sergius Orthodox Theological Institute in Paris Touching Heaven is a lovely book, quiet and
contemplative, and full of peaceful revelations. -Frederica Mathewes-Green, Author of Facing East, National
Public Radio commentator This is a gripping and finely written account of what drew John Oliver into the
deeper waters of Christianity and made him an Orthodox Christian. -Jim Forest, Author of Praying with
Icons, lecturer
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From reader reviews:

Paul Otoole:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox Christianity on the
Island of Valaam. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how
is important a new book Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox Christianity on the Island of Valaam. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Anna Chew:

Here thing why this kind of Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox Christianity on the Island of Valaam
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the
content from it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox
Christianity on the Island of Valaam giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox
Christianity on the Island of Valaam. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox Christianity on the
Island of Valaam in e-book can be your option.

Molly Maldonado:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Touching Heaven:
Discovering Orthodox Christianity on the Island of Valaam that give your pleasure preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Touching Heaven: Discovering
Orthodox Christianity on the Island of Valaam become your current starter.

Shirley Eagle:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox
Christianity on the Island of Valaam book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still



dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism
Touching Heaven: Discovering Orthodox Christianity on the Island of Valaam as good book not merely by
the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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