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A timeless tale of love, lust, and politics, Tosca is one of the most popular operas ever written. In Tosca's
Rome, Susan Vandiver Nicassio explores the surprising historical realities that lie behind Giacomo Puccini's
opera and the play by Victorien Sardou on which it is based.

By far the most "historical" opera in the active repertoire, Tosca is set in a very specific time and place:
Rome, from June 17 to 18, 1800. But as Nicassio demonstrates, history in Tosca is distorted by nationalism
and by the vehement anticlerical perceptions of papal Rome shared by Sardou, Puccini, and the librettists. To
provide the historical background necessary for understanding Tosca, Nicassio takes a detailed look at Rome
in 1800 as each of Tosca's main characters would have seen it—the painter Cavaradossi, the singer Tosca,
and the policeman Scarpia. Finally, she provides a scene-by-scene musical and dramatic analysis of the
opera.

"[Nicassio] must be the only living historian who can boast that she once sang the role of Tosca. Her deep
knowledge of Puccini's score is only to be expected, but her understanding of daily and political life in Rome
at the close of the 18th century is an unanticipated pleasure. She has steeped herself in the period and its
prevailing culture-literary, artistic, and musical-and has come up with an unusual, and unusually entertaining,
history."—Paul Bailey, Daily Telegraph

"In Tosca's Rome, Susan Vandiver Nicassio . . . orchestrates a wealth of detail without losing view of the
opera and its pleasures. . . . Nicassio aims for opera fans and for historians: she may well enthrall
both."—Publishers Weekly

"This is the book that ranks highest in my estimation as the most in-depth, and yet highly entertaining,
journey into the story of the making of Tosca."—Catherine Malfitano

"Nicassio's prose . . . is lively and approachable. There is plenty here to intrigue everyone-seasoned opera
lovers, musical novices, history buffs, and Italophiles."—Library Journal
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From reader reviews:

Rafael Runyan:

Here thing why this specific Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective are different
and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train.
In case you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Tosca's Rome: The Play
and the Opera in Historical Perspective in e-book can be your substitute.

Willie Clark:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective book
is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange
for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer involving Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in
Historical Perspective is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Evelyn Wiley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Tosca's Rome: The Play
and the Opera in Historical Perspective is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Karl Wolfe:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Tosca's Rome: The Play and the Opera in
Historical Perspective was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Tosca's
Rome: The Play and the Opera in Historical Perspective has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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